
Notice of Public Meeting of a Public Body 
Sections 7.6, 7.7.4 and 7.9.1 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING OF THE –  

Governor’s Forest Health Council 

 

Pursuant to A.R.S. Section 38-431, notice is hereby given to the members of the Forest 

Health Council and to the general public that the Forest Health Council will hold a 

meeting open to the public:  

 

Coconino National Forest – Supervisor’s Office 

1824 S, Thompson Street, Flagstaff, ASZ 86991 

September 8, 2011 

9 AM – 2 PM 

 

       

Minutes 

 

Members Present: 

Co-Chairs Ethan Aumack and Molly Pitts, Pascal Berlioux, Don Berry, Wally Covington, 

Sue Sitko, , Rob Davis, Steve Gatewood, Scott Hunt, Thomas Klabunde, Mayor Sara 

Presler, Steve Rosenstock, Todd Schulke, Ron Williams 

 

Also:  Kevin Kinsall, Governor’s Policy Advisor on Natural Resources; Ann Walker, 

Natural Resource Policy Advisor for the Western Governor’s Association 

 

Members Absent: 

Mark Herrington, Darrell Willis 

 

Public: 

Patrick Rappold, Cam Hunter, Diane Vosick, Paul Summerfelt, Christine Dawe 

 

1. Call to Order  
Molly Pitts called the meeting to order 

 

2. Approval of the Minutes from the July FHC Meeting 
Minutes from the previous meeting (July 14) were reviewed and approved. 

 

3. Summary of Council business since last FHC meeting 
Ethan reported focus group of Council Members assembled initially to discuss forest 

restoration policy recommendations for the Governor; Mr. Kinsall has provided 

guidance; the focus group will meet again soon for an all-day working session to further 

develop recommendations 

. 

 

 

 



4. Council Representation update 

 Continuing to work to fill vacancies on the FHC – process is 

recommendations to Scott; then from Scott to Kevin for formal appointment 

process (applicants also are required to apply online with the Governor’s 

Office of Constituent Services). 

 Needs for new/replacement member-representation (as required by the 

Governor’s Executive Order).  Vacancies exist in: ranching industry; Tribe 

(Scott Hunt making contact with San Carlos Tribe); private sector (Ron 

Williams will follow up); utilities. 

 

5.   State of the State Report ~ Kevin Kinsall or Scott Hunt 

 Mr. Kinsall addressed the 2011 wildland fire season, noting the Governor’s 

concern about public and firefighter safety and also her gratitude to those 

involved in the firefight; continues to be concerned about the potential for 

wildfires in Arizona.  At this time, Mr. Kinsall advised, no additional 

committees have been announced by the Governor’s office regarding 

wildfire/forest health.  He also said the Forest Health Council has displayed a 

cooperative spirit in moving forward with forest health initiatives. 

 Molly inquired about financial assistance for people impacted by wildfires this 

summer and Scott advised that there are programs for assistance with clean-up 

of hazardous fuels; he also advised of a Bark Beetle Grant opportunity 

 Scott advised three million dollars in Wildland Urban Interface grants have 

been awarded by State Forestry; also that three grants specialists have been 

retained by State Forestry to assist with grant/project monitoring. 

 

6.     USFS Update 

 Briefed that the RFP process for the 4-FRI project is now closed and 

submissions are being analyzed. 

 Also updated on progress with BAER efforts in the burn areas of the Wallow 

Fire on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests - $34 million dollars was 

allocated for immediate stabilization work in the burn areas, including work 

on roads; similar efforts are nearly complete on the Murphy Complex Fire 

burn area; Horseshoe 2 Fire and the Monument Fire burn areas. 

 Forest Service is conducting desired condition workshops and quick-

assessment teams have been assigned to help move forward to attain new set 

of priorities aimed as rehabilitation and restoration. 

 None of these efforts from 2011 wildfire season fires will negatively impact 

progress with 4-FRI. 

 It is still unknown whether heavy 2011 wildfire season will have a long-

standing impact on the Region’s budget. 

 However, as a result of large fires recently, there is a learning opportunity and 

the Forest Service has begun an ongoing dialogue with the public and 

stakeholders through workshops.  Key question is – what do we want the 

forests to look like.  SWERI is facilitating the workshops.  Invitations are to 

go out the week of September 13
th

. 

 Conducted two fire recovery workshops (Springerville; Cochise County). 



 

 

7.    Western Governor’s Association 

 Ann Walker, Natural Resources Policy Advisor for the Western Governor’s 

Association (WGA) briefed the Council on current issues and projects before 

the WGA associated with Natural Resources. 

 Noted that their policy expires in June. 

 They are developing post-fire recommendations 

 WGA has a small grant from the US Forest Service to assist communities in 

the southwest and wishes to outreach to Arizona 

 In Arizona, hoping to develop a web portal focused on landscapes to use as a 

data clearinghouse, much like Oregon’s portal, and modeled from WGA’s 

footprint. 

 State Forestry will forward to Ann the list of Community Wildfire Protection 

Plans for Arizona. 

 

 

 

8.    Working Group Updates 

 

 Coordination Oversight Group/ Climate – Christine Dawe 

 Utilization and Economic Issues – Molly Pitts 

 Forest Plan Revisions – Diane Vosick 

 Smoke Issues – Steve Gatewood 

 Interaction with WGA – Todd Schulke 

 

9.    Call to the Public  

 

10.  Meeting Schedule and Locations 

 

 November 10 2011 – Phoenix Location - Association of Counties building 
 
 

This is the time for the public to comment.  Members of the Board may not discuss items that are not on the agenda.  Therefore, action 

taken as results of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter or scheduling the matter for further 
considerations and decisions at a later date. 

 

Dated this November 1, 2011 

Governor’s Forest Health Council 

http://www.governor.state.az.us/FHC/ 

__________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

      

 CO-CHAIRS        

     Ethan Aumack – Grand Canyon Trust                                   

 Molly Pitts – Northern Arizona Wood Products Association 

http://www.governor.state.az.us/FHC/

